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“Tell the truth
and don’t be afraid.”
V O L U M E  8 7 , N U M B E R  1 9
T H E D A I LY E A S T E R N N E W S . C O M
September 18, 2003   THURSDAY
Panther athletics 
at head of the class
Eastern athletes rank first for graduation rates
among other Division I state schools.
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By Carly Mullady 
C I T Y  E D I T O R
The case of a former Eastern
student on death row is in the
appeal process.
Anthony B. Mertz, 27, was con-
victed in February of murdering
fellow Eastern student Shannon
McNamara in 2001.
It took less than one day for a
jury to sentence Mertz to death.
Todd Berg, staff attorney with
the state appellate defender’s
office’s Death Penalty Trial
Assistance branch, said a death
penalty appeal in Illinois goes
straight to the Illinois Supreme
Court.
“First (the prosecution) has to
prove the
d e f e n d a n t
guilty, then
prove (the
defendant) is
eligible...prove
this is the type
of crime wor-
thy of the death
penalty,” Berg
said.
“Once the
death penalty is imposed, after
all the post-trial motions, the
appeal goes directly to the Illinois
Supreme Court.”
In most cases, the defendant is
appointed an attorney from the
state’s appellate defense office.
Karen Swenson, associate
political science professor said
both the underlying conviction
and the death sentence can be
appealed.
“At appeal, they look at the
legal briefs and answer why the
conviction should be reversed or
why the death penalty sentence
should be reversed,” Swenson
said.
A paper record of the case is
submitted stating the wrongdo-
ings at the conviction or sentenc-
ing trial level.
“The whole purpose of the
appeal process is to go to some-
body who has power over who
issued the sentence and com-
plain, saying ‘they did this and
this which affected the fairness
of the trial’,” Berg said.
If the state court rules in favor
of the defendant’s appeal, the
case is retried.
Should the Illinois Supreme
Court rule against the defendant,
the case could be appealed to the
U.S. Supreme Court, citing fail-
ure to uphold civil rights as rea-
son for appeal.
Swenson said the U.S. Supreme
Court only takes 1 to 2 percent of
the appeals it receives.
“They are then done with that
leg if the U.S. denies the appeal,”
Berg said.
Another possible route is to file
a writ of habeas corpus  which
also touches on violation of civil
rights.
“It is hard to win a habeas
case,” Swenson said.
In March, Mertz’s defense
attorneys Paula Phillips and
David Williams filed a motion of
appeal listing 190 alleged trial-
level errors that could potentially
be grounds for acquittal.
Mertz is currently being held
in Pontiac Correctional Center,
sentenced with murder/other
forcible felony, murder with
intent to kill/injure and two home
invasion with intent to cause
injury offenses. 
Murder/other forcible entry
carries a death sentence, as does
murder with intent to kill/injure.
Each of the home invasion with
the intent to cause injury offens-
es carry 60-year sentences.
Mertz was convicted in
February of breaking into
McNamara’s residence in June,
2001, choking her to death with a
washcloth, sexual assault and
slashing her body with a knife.
During sentencing, prosecu-
tors presented evidence connect-
ing him to the 1999 murder of
Charleston resident Amy Warner
and an apartment complex arson
in 2000.
City editor Carly Mullady can be
reached at LoisLayne83@aol.com.
By Jennifer Chiariello
C A M P U S  E D I T O R
Many students at Eastern as
well as other Illinois universities
are taking longer than four years
to graduate.
Of the freshmen that entered
Eastern in ‘95, 60 percent graduat-
ed in five years and 65 percent
graduated in six years, said Julia
Abell of Eastern’s Planning and
Institutional Studies Office. Of the
freshmen that entered Eastern in
‘96, 59 percent graduated in five
years and 66 percent graduated in
six years.
The reason Eastern does not
have numbers for four year gradu-
ates, but has the numbers for five
and six year graduates, is because
they are required to submit the lat-
ter figures. 
Eastern must submit the num-
bers of five and six year graduates
to the National Collegiate Athletic
Association and the Integrated
Post Secondary Education Data
System, which is required by the
federal government in submitting
information such as enrollment
and salaries.
The six year graduation rate,
which is the rate most frequently
reported by institutions, has
ranged from 65 percent to 70 per-
cent in recent years, said Blair
Lord, vice president of academic
affairs.
Lord said the rate will likely
increase in the future.
“For regional comprehensive
institutions like Eastern, this is a
very good graduation rate,” Lord
said. “The average for such institu-
tions is typically a bit less than 50
percent. That our graduation rate
is much higher at Eastern than at
similar institutions, is certainly
one of the elements that helps us
achieve our rating in U.S. News
and World Reports.”
“For the future, we would all like
this rate to increase; however,
because it is so high currently, it
will be a challenge to increase it
very much.”
The rate shows there is positive
communication at the university,
Lord said.
“It speaks to the quality of the
institution and educational experi-
ence that our students receive
when they attend,” he said. “It also
is evidence of the bond which stu-
dents develop to the institution in
large measure because of the qual-
ity of the relationships they devel-
op with their faculty members.”
Lord said there are many factors
contributing to the year increase in
the graduation rate.
“Extended time to graduation has
many causes and has been a subject
of discussion for quite a few years.”
Lord said. “Part of it is driven by
the need of an ever increasing num-
ber of students to work to sustain
themselves while in college. Part of
it also occurs simply because stu-
dents choose to sample a broader
array of courses and complete vari-
ous minors in addition to their
major program of study.”
He said the EIU4 program last
year was meant to encourage stu-
dents to get their degree in four
years, Lord said.
Eastern’s EIU4 program is a
four year graduation incentive
program designed for students to
raise student awareness of the
importance of timely graduation,
contribute to freshman-to-sopho-
more retention rates, increase the
number of graduates in four years
and possibly reduce tuition cost.
Graduation
comes a year
later for many
Anthony Mertz
Mertz awaits appeal in death row sentence
D A I LY  E A S T E R N  N E W S  P H O T O  B Y  S T E P H E N  H A A S
Out on a limb
Brent McCullough, tree surgeon for the university, cuts a limb off an ash tree Wednesday afternoon in the
Library Quad. He was removing dead limbs and limbs blocking lights as a safety measure. “We don’t want
anything falling on anyone,” McCullough said.
 Death penalty appeal
goes straight to Illinois
Supreme Court
Graduation rates
 1993: 57 percent graduated
in five years
- 65 percent in six years
 1994: 61 percent graduated
in five years
- 68 percent in six years
 1995: 60 percent graduated
in five years
- 65 percent in six years
 1996: 59 percent graduated
in five years
- 66 percent in six years
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Today
Sunny
83º 55º
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Friday
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Sunny
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Partly cloudy
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By Lauren Mazurski
S T A F F  W R I T E R
The Council on Academic
Affairs will discuss student aca-
demic waiver reports for last
August from the College of Arts
and Humanities, among others
Thursday.
The other reports are from the
Lumpkin College of Business and
Applied Sciences, College of
Education and Professional
Studies and College of Sciences.  
“Any time a student applies to
drop a class that is needed for
their major, they must fill out a
waiver,” said physical education
professor Jill Owen. “This waiver
is then either approved or reject-
ed. The CAA will be going over
these reports and double-check-
ing to see if the approved waivers
are acceptable.”
The CAA will also discuss the
accreditation process. Every 10
years Eastern must be accredit-
ed, chair Andrew Methven said.
“This involves a steering com-
mittee to spend time at Eastern,
collect data and make a report,”
Methven said. “The accreditation
process should begin next fall or
winter.”
This agenda item will be an
explanation to the members of
the CAA and will give them back-
ground as to what the process
involves. The presentation will be
given by Graduate School dean
Robert Augustine and Owen.
Both are helping organize the
institutional review by the North
Central Association.
The minutes from the Lumpkin
College of Business and the
Applied Sciences Committee
meeting on Sept. 4 will be dis-
cussed. 
“This is a normal activity on
the agenda,” Methven said. “We
discuss this at the meetings to see
what will come along the road.”
The summer school program
will be brought up for approval.
The CAA will make a motion to
approve this to be added to the
Sept. 25 meetings’ agenda. 
“This is the biggest thing on the
agenda,” said journalism profes-
sor James Tidwell.
At next week’s meeting the
CAA will make a draft of the pro-
posed structure of summer
school. Some of the terms may be
changed from last years summer
program. 
The CAA will meet at 2 p.m.
Thursday in Booth Library
Conference Room 4440.
By Lea Erwin
S T A F F  W R I T E R
The Residence Hall Association
will discuss the Counseling
Center’s “Eastern Cares” program
and whether or not they will sup-
port it. 
The Counseling Center program
is designed to help students dis-
cover warning signs of suicide and
provide information on how to
seek medical assistance, Nachel
Glynn, RHA president, said previ-
ously.  
“We are talking about ‘Eastern
Cares’ this week, and we need to
find out if the halls support it or
not,” Glynn said. “We will be doing
this by taking a vote of 16 halls,
and if nine of these 16 support it,
we (RHA) will be supporting it as
well.
“If we agree to accept ‘Eastern
Cares,’ then in the future, we will
hope to uphold the contract, and
make (more) students aware of
‘Eastern Cares,’ and hopefully we
can make this program more pro-
nounced on campus.” 
RHA will also look to find a con-
sensus on the budget. If the vote is
unanimous then the budget will
remain the same. 
“If the funds allocated to each
section, which include; commit-
tees, scholarships, retreats, dona-
tions, conferences, banquet, office,
executive, discretion, recognition,
unallocated funds, plaques and
reserves. If they are sufficient to
the needs of RHA and halls then
we will keep this budget for the
year,” Glynn said.
In other votes taking place dur-
ing the meeting, RHA will decide
on the meeting style for RHA. 
“We are going to be discussing
the meeting style for the year and
seeing if the assembly is satisfied
with the new system. If they are,
then we will be going to Andrews
Hall Council to get approval. “
Pemberton Hall will be giving an
update of the “Take Back the
Night” program sponsored by
SACIS (Sexual Assault Counseling
Information Services). 
“Pemberton will be asking for
support from RHA in regard to
their own programming preceding
the event,” said Glynn. 
In other news, RHA will be talk-
ing about the leadership retreat
scheduled for this weekend at
Camp New Hope from 4:15 p.m.
Friday to 11 a.m. Sunday. 
Glynn also said the RHA execu-
tive board members are asked to
drive if they have a car available.
The next meeting will be held at
5 p.m. Thursday in Andrews base-
ment.
P O L I C E  B L O T T E R
Waiver reports,
accreditation to be
discussed at CAA
‘Eastern Cares’ about students
Battery
Thomas L. Carver, 22, and Christina D. Price, 28, were arrested
Sept. 12 on State Street under battery charges, police reports said.
Driving Under the Influence
Josh C. Edwards, 18, was charged with driving under the influence
of drugs and possession of cannabis, following his arrest Sept. 11 at
the 300 block of E Street, police reports said.
Obstruction/Resistance of a Peace Officer
James H. Hayes, 21, was arrested Sept. 6 at the 400 block of
Eleventh Street under charges of obstruction and resistance of a
peace officer, police reports said.
We can’t all be perfect
By Gregory McElroy
S T A F F  W R I T E R
A perfectionist is someone who
sets excessively high and unrealis-
tic standards  virtually impossible
to reach.
The Lifeskills Workshop series
continued Wednesday night with
their presentation of “Letting Go
of Perfectionism”.  Janice
Harewood and Reena Sheth, both
graduate students of Clinical
Psychology, gave the one-hour
presentation and talked about the
advantages and many disadvan-
tages of being a perfectionist.
“We think issues like this are
important because there are cer-
tain practical things that students
can use to help them improve their
academics and to improve their
life in general,” Harewood said.  
“Doing well in school is good, but
stepping over that line and going
into a perfectionist attitude can
cause a lot of unnecessary person-
al stress and problems.”
Harewood and Sheth began the
workshop by giving the audience a
test on how much of a perfectionist
they are by giving them real life
situations. Then the audience,
based on a number scale, deter-
mined how much of a perfectionist
they are. Some of the other points
they touched on were the advan-
tages of being a perfectionist.
Things like paying attention to
detail, putting a lot of thought into
a project or assignment and being
very organized.
Harewood said people can be
perfectionists in different ways,
either here at school or in the
workplace, and such perfectionist
ways can set them up for failure.
She and Sheth also explained dis-
advantages of perfectionism, like
being afraid to take risks, setting
up for failure, wearing out physi-
cally and being a procrastinator –
which they pointed out can cause
depression, eating disorders
because of the images of the peo-
ple seen on television or in maga-
zines and very low self-esteem.
“A lot of times, it’s like you learn
this behavior,” Sheth said. “You
learn from people around you like
the media or your parents or your
teachers to be on top and that being
the best is the only way to be.
“You look at the media and it
says looking this certain way and
this way only is good and eating a
certain way is the best way, which
are reasons for eating disorders.
Or even here at school, being in a
certain group or sorority or frater-
nity is the only way to go,” Sheth
said.
Harewood and Sheth gave some
techniques to prevent a perfection-
ist attitude. One way is to realize
failing at certain things is unavoid-
able because that’s the only way to
learn. People with this problem
should also learn how to see the
amusing side of things in general
and of themselves.
“We can use the positive side of
media to inform people about the
issues of perfectionism in our soci-
ety and how much of a problem it
can be or just more programs like
this,” Sheth said.  “The  more
awareness there is about issues
like this, the better.”
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Reena Sheth of the counseling center talks about the negative effects of
setting unreasonable goals Wednesday evening in the Effingham Room of
the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
 RHA to talk about 
program designed to 
prevent suicide
C O R R E C T I O N S
In Wednesday’s edition of The Daily Eastern News, John Peters was
identified as the president of Illinois State University. He is president
at Northern Illinois University.
The News regrets the error.
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Lambda Chi Alpha
*For Rides or Info call Ryan 581-6880
Fall Rush 2003
Thursday, September 18
McDonald’s Cheeseburgers 
and the Lovely Ladies of EIU
Village Rentals
~Renting for 2004-2005
~Well Maintained
~All houses and 
apartments furnished
~Close to campus
~2-4 bed houses & 1,2,3
bed apts, duplexes available
Call for an appt.
345-2516
Are You
still 
wishing on
that Star for
money?
Advertise in
the Den!
(It’s Faster)
Starlight, Starbright, First Star......
Are you tired of get-
ting peanuts for
pay?
Advertise In The DEN, And
Make Some Money Today!
Advertise In The Den
YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN 
THE MEN OF THE 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
C H A P T E R  O F  D E L T A  C H I
The Formal Rush Schedule is as followed:
For More Information or Rides Contact 
The Delta Chi House
At 581-6790 or Dave at 581-6748
Or
Stop By and Meet the Men Of
DC At Our House in Greek Court
Thurs. Sept. 18
Pork Chops from 6-9
By Holly Henschen 
S T A F F  W R I T E R  
A new course proposal or revi-
sion is subjected to many levels of
scrutiny at Eastern, starting from
the mind of a faculty member and
ending in front of the Council on
Academic Affairs.
“The process is time consuming
but definitely worth the wait,” said
Mary Herrington-Perry, assistant
vice president for academic
affairs.
“The course proposals and revi-
sions that occupy the CAA agenda
begin with a faculty member who
notices the need for an addition or
change in curriculum,”
Herrington-Perry said.
The instructor then prepares a
proposal using the CAA format,
CAA Chair Andrew Methven said. 
“New courses should be unique
and fill a hole in the curriculum,”
Herrington-Perry said.
“Another concern is the afford-
ability of the course or revision,”
she said. “For example, a technolo-
gy centered course may be expen-
sive and beyond the bounds of the
department’s budget.”
The faculty forum created in the
department curriculum committee
is advantageous to the course
structure.
“Faculty, who are experts in
their fields, can provide many sug-
gestions for improvement,” said
speech communication professor
Doug Bock.
If the department curriculum
committee approves the proposal,
it then falls under the jurisdiction
of the college curriculum commit-
tee. Each college: Arts and
Humanities; Business and Applied
Sciences; Education and
Professional Studies and Sciences,
has its own curriculum committee. 
“Its members are elected from
the colleges’ different disciplines,”
Bock said. “They compare pro-
posed material to existing courses
among the various departments.”
If approved by the college cur-
riculum committee, the proposal is
finally forwarded to the CAA. The
council meets each Tuesday in the
Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union.
“In the decision to accept or
reject a proposal, the CAA consid-
ers whether the course proposal is
in the proper format, whether it
has satisfied all of the items
required in the course format and
whether there is proper justifica-
tion for the course,” Methven said.
The CAA can make changes to
the proposal.
“Most often we make grammar
changes or alter the breakdown of
the grading scale,” said Amanda
Sartore, student vice president of
academic affairs. 
“Proposals and revisions that
commonly occupy the CAA budget
every week go into effect the next
semester or year following the
approval,” Sartore said. 
“The CAA approves all courses
numbered from 1000 through 4999.
Those between 4750 and 4999 are
(also) sent to the Council on
Graduate Studies for approval
because they carry graduate cred-
it,” Methven said. 
“The course proposal and revi-
sion process creates a representa-
tive form of governance by involv-
ing so many university constituen-
cies,” Herrington-Perry said.
“It provides a very thorough
examination of the course,” Bock
said.
By Greg Walker
S T A F F  W R I T E R
Judge Ashton Waller, a Charleston
resident since 1972, has decided to
step down from his bench after over
20 years of public service.
For the past 14 years of his
career, Waller has presided over
countless cases as a circuit judge
in Coles County. He said he
enjoyed his job, but believed after
20 years it was time to retire.
Before becoming a judge,
Waller was a lawyer in a private
practice. He was then appointed as
an associate judge in 1983. In 1989,
Waller became the new circuit
judge in Coles County, the position
he will be retiring from later this
month.
“I’ve presided over criminal
crimes, civil trials, divorces, traf-
fic violations and murders,” Waller
said.
He recounted one of the tougher
times when he was a judge, “One year
I presided over five murder cases.”
Waller has handled murder
cases in his career, but has never
sentenced anyone to the death
penalty or life in prison, although
he has given out what he calls
“long prison sentences”.
Colleagues of Waller are sad to
see him go, but knew the time was
coming.  
“He’s a very good judge, he’s
always been fair,” said long-time
friend and public defender Lonnie
Lutz.
Other colleagues felt the same
way. City Attorney Brian Bower is
not surprised by Waller’s retirement.
“He will leave a void that will be
filled, but his replacement just
won’t be able to bring the experi-
ence that Waller had,” Bower said.
State’s Attorney Steve Ferguson
also had positive things to say
about Waller. 
“I worked with him since the
beginning of my career. For those
11 years he has been very helpful
to me,” he said.
Waller’s presence is going to be
missed in Coles County and Waller
can’t help, but feel he is going to
miss being a judge.
“I’m going to miss my job, I
liked it a lot,” Waller said.
Waller and his recently retired
wife, June, have already made
plans for retirement.
“We’re going to be doing lots of
traveling and spending summers
in Wisconsin,” he said. 
A new judge will not be elected
until November of 2004.
How classes are born
A look into the process the Council on Academic
Affairs uses to create a new class at Eastern
City judge retires after 20 years
Mitch Cole, manager of the University Union Bookstore, watches new technology in action from Dick
Hamstra, higher education account executive with Apple Computers Wednesday afternoon in the Grand
Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. Representatives from several computer and technolo-
gy companies participated in the technology fair sponsored by the Center for Academic Technology Support,
Information Technology Services and Booth Library Media Services.
Candid camera
D A I LY  E A S T E R N  N E W S  P H O T O  B Y  S T E P H E N  H A A S
An appeal process is in the works for former
Eastern student Anthony B. Mertz, who was
convicted in February of the murder of Eastern
student Shannon McNamara. 
During the trial, attorney’s for the defense
tried to emphasize Mertz’s troubled childhood
and use of alcohol as an excuse for his behavior.
But the jury was swayed when DNA almost
identical to Mertz’s was found under
McNamara’s fingernails. That evidence was
integral to the case as all defense attempts ulti-
mately proved futile.
The trial lasted four
weeks and the jury
found Mertz guilty and
convicted him to the
death penalty.
With the trial conclud-
ed and Mertz awaiting
death, most of the con-
troversy over the local
murder seemed to sub-
side until articles ran
concerning Mertz’s
automatic appeal.
Questions have sur-
faced over how long an
appeal would take and if
former Gov. Ryan’s
moratorium on the
death sentence will
count towards the Mertz
case, since Mertz’s case
went to court after Ryan
left office. 
Assistant Appellate
Defender Steve Clark
told the Charleston
Times-Courier that
because Mertz received
the death penalty, his
case was automatically
appealed to the state
Supreme Court and is
the only appeal required, but unless Mertz aban-
dons his other appeal options his case could take
up to 10 years to decide. 
Regardless of the right of appeals entitled to
Mertz, the bottom line still remains that Mertz
took a life and has negatively altered the lives of
family and friends of the victim as well as the
city of Charleston.
If Mertz were to appeal, or worse, drag said
appeal over the course of almost a decade,
McNamara's family and Charleston will contin-
ually be faced with horrid memories and atten-
tion from state and local press. The last thing
anyone involved in the case needs is attention
when all that is necessary is respect and time to
heal.
While Mertz may be well within his rights to
appeal his sentence, any continuation will mere-
ly mar this town further and cause McNamara’s
family and friends further grief.
Appeals aside, the bad memories left from the
case continue to linger, and a long, drawn-out
appeals process will only add time to the healing
process, robbing the McNamara family of the
justice and peace of mind they deserve. 
All other excuses aside Mertz must pay for
the crime he committed, even if he has to do so
with his life.
Jamie Fetty, the editor of
The Daily Eastern News
wrote an interesting article
containing the ideas that
“which one of us”  haven’t
participated in promiscuous
sex and other immorally
wrong sexual behaviors. 
For one, just the fact that it
might be prevalent on cam-
pus, (which I don’t think it is)
does not make it right. I
believe it takes more guts in
these times to stand up for
something that is morally
“conservative” than it is to
express one’s MTV views.
The most disturbing part of
Fetty’s column, however, was
the fact it was stated that
porn stars are “that special
little spice that makes exis-
tence extra nice”. 
I honestly feel sorry for
someone who has to rely on a
porn star to feel a sense of
worth or EXISTENCE.
Last time I made a person-
al check as to what made my
existence “extra nice,” my
relationship with Jesus, my
family, and my friends
topped the list.
Even if one does not have
strong religious beliefs, I
think there are plenty of
other aspects in life to make
existence nice besides a cou-
ple of porn stars. 
Jeremiah Cox 
senior special education
major 
At one time I let alcohol,
anger and perversion run
my life.
I was content for a while
letting these things run my
life. Then I started wonder-
ing if there was more to life.
I got to the point where I
just wanted my life to end
because I felt I had nothing
to live for. 
In search of some
answers for my life, I
turned to the Christian
church. The first time I
went into a church, paris-
honers started talking about
all of the things in my life
that were making me miser-
able and told me what I
could do to change. The pas-
tor explained the mercy of
God and the amazing love
he has for each one of us.
He told me all about Jesus
Christ, the son of God, who
died on the cross so that we
could live with the forgive-
ness of sins and have the
prize of eternal life in heav-
en.
For once in my life I had
hope and became much hap-
pier than I had ever been.
Jesus Christ saved my life
and his wonders never
cease as he pours blessing
after blessing into my life. I
am writing this so you may
all know what I have been
through and possibly be
saved yourself.
Eric Finn
senior speech communation
major
Last week, one private school
became the nation’s first public
high school for gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender stu-
dents.
Harvey Milk High School,
located in New York City’s
Greenwich Village, made the
switch following renovations; a
bold move that is an opportunity
for the homosexual community.
But not everyone agrees with
me, or the Board of Education’s
decision for the school to go pub-
lic.
A New York state senator even
filed a lawsuit last month to stop
the school from reopening, accus-
ing it of discriminating against
heterosexuals, according to an
article last week in the Chicago
Tribune.
In fact, several heterosexual
students have attended the high
school.
The article quotes homosexual
youths who consider the school an
opportunity to express them-
selves, a chance to make friends
who understand them and a break
away from what they see as harsh
discrimination.
Critics just call it “Homo
High.”
At first, I questioned the idea of
a gay school. I attended a Catholic
high school and it left me feeling
like I had been through a shel-
tered education when I left for
college. I felt like I really hadn’t
been made ready for the world as
I went from period to period in a
white, middle-class, seemingly
heterosexual bubble.
I liked the classes and the
teachers, but I never went
through a day without someone
calling me a “fag.” At the time, I
was pissed I was gay. I didn’t
understand why, and I’m not sure
going to a gay high school would
have changed that. But I never
faced hostile discrimination.
I questioned whether Harvey
Milk would keep its students in a
bubble, whether it would educate
them about the real world; a
world not only of gay bashing and
ridicule, but one of people who
are nothing like them, but accept
them completely anyway.
Still, the Chicago Tribune arti-
cle said the high school was ful-
filling a need. Statistics show
homosexual youth are more likely
to commit suicide. At Harvey
Milk, students are asked how
many times they’ve attempted to
commit suicides, instead of if
they’ve ever tried it.
Some students can now go to
school happy.
Gay students aren’t the only
ones who are harassed, however.
I would cheer for any high
school that could stall discrimina-
tion for its students, while not dis-
criminating against others at the
same time.
Soon there could be schools for
all the overweight kids, for the
dorks, for the “four-eyed, gum-
chewing, braces-wearing geeks”
of the world who just don’t seem
to fit in. There will be a school for
everyone who ever had a bad
experience at McDonald's, or for
everyone who felt like their
teacher purposely never called on
them in class. 
But I would like to see them try
to prove a need to create a high
school just for them. People are
often discriminated against for
aspects they will outgrow. They
could lose weight, or go from
dorky to cool in one semester.
But being gay is something you
are for a lifetime.
Harvey Milk is named for a
gay San Francisco city supervisor
who was murdered in 1978. His
memory lives on in the about 100
students who attend high school
there.
The school expects enrollment
to increase to 170 by 2004.
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“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
John Chambers
News editor and
semi-monthly
columnist
for The Daily
Eastern News
He also is a jun-
ior journalism
major 
He can be reached at 
jcchambers@hotmail.com
Gay high school a positive alternative
O P I N I O N
E D I T O R I A L
Jesus tops life’s perks, not porn
Y O U R  T U R N :  L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R
“I attended a Catholic
high school and it left
me feeling like I had
been through a shel-
tered education when I
left for college.”
Editorial board
Jamie Fetty, Editor in chief
Avian Carrasquillo, Managing editor
John Chambers, News editor
Matt Meinheit, Associate news editor
Ben Erwin, Editorial page editor
Matt Williams, Sports editor
jfeasternnews@hotmail.com
The editorial is the majority opinion of the 
Daily Eastern News editorial board.
At issue
Convicted murderer
and former Eastern
student Anthony B.
Mertz may file an
appeal on his
February murder
conviction and 
subsequent death
sentence.
Our stance
While Mertz may be
well within his legal
rights to an appeal of
his sentence, an
appeal could drag on
for as long as a
decade and delay
the healing process
for the family and
friends of Shannon
McNamara.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: The Daily Eastern News accepts letters to the editor
addressing local, state, national and international issues. They should be less than 250
words and include the authors’ name, telephone number and address. Students should
indicate their year in school and major. Faculty, administration and staff should indicate
their position and department. Letters whose authors cannot be verified will not be
printed. Depending on space constraints, we may edit letters, so keep it concise.
Letters can be sent to The Daily Eastern News at 1811 Buzzard Hall, Charleston IL
61920; faxed to 217-581-2923; or e-mailed to jfeasternnews@hotmail.com
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Appeal for
Mertz could
devastate
Christ saves, 
transforms lives
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Double Drinks
Thursday @
Mother’s
DJ Chris
BIG Bottles
It’s getting HOT in here
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&
Very      Prices
Congratulations to Sigma Kappa-
1st in Grades for Spring 2003!
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Lisa Brezinski
D’Anna Cepela
Carolyn Cole
Lisa Fisher
Elizabeth Hiatt
Heather Holton
Cassie Issacs
Brittany Keller
Lindsey Kronmiller
Melissa Leet
Sarah Malson
Shelley Molt
Kasey Ollie
Megan Root
Kristi Spray
Danielle Steinkamp
Jamie Stephenson
4.0
Allison Burke
Amy Hoffman
Christine Siwicki
Jodi Aeschlman
Jennifer Bekkedal
Kelly Benhart
Katie Benjamin
Brittany Brettschneider
Diana Burke
Desiree Collado
Rachel Crippes
Chandy Daugherty
Vicki Degiulio
Emily Dinnerville
Laurie Floss
Kim Frew
Holley Friesz
Abby Fry
Jill Graff
Barrie Grapienthien
Margaret Grimes
Emily Guest
Jill Hart
Kelly Hupp
Jaclyn Kochalka
Mary Koonce
Jamie Lawerence
Shannon Lawrence
Jennifer Leach
Meghan Manescalchi
Amanda Marcinkevich
Karen McCluckie
Vicki Mentanias
Paige Miller
Carmen Neville
Karie O’Connor
Kimmy O’Farrell
Liz Panek
Colleen Parker
Tricia Peterson
Abbi Pine
Stephanie Raz
Angela Reed
Lisa Rose
Jerin Smith
Tarryn Snyder
Jennifer Spague
Tabitha Swain
Michelle Talaga
Ashley Wentland
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Make it a part of your morning routine ...
Read The Daily Eastern News !
By Patrick Wimp
S T A F F  W R I T E R
He’s got long sideburns,
slicked-back hair and he’s coming
to Charleston in his pink Cadillac.
He’s the Honky Tonk Man and
he’ll be at Stix Restaurant and
Sports Bar, at Fourth
and Buchanan streets,
at 10 p.m. Thursday.
Stix will feature a
professional wrestling
extravaganza headlined
by the legendary Honky
Tonk Man as well as
other past wrestling
greats and up and com-
ing superstars.
The event will be
hosted by the National
Wrestling Coalition, based in
nearby Olney. Coalition promoter
Brad Williams said the federation
hosts roughly 10 to 12 shows per
year. He said the coalition was
more than willing to bring their
product to Charleston after Stix
expressed interest in putting pro-
fessional wrestling on its list of
attractions.
In addition to the Honky Tonk
Man, the coalition has used many
other wrestling legends in its
shows, including Jake “the
Snake” Roberts, King Kong
Bundy and the Bushwhackers.
Honky Tonk has appeared on
approximately 10
NWC cards. 
The Honky Tonk
Man, whose real name
is Roy Wayne Farris,
gained his fame in the
wrestling world dur-
ing the 1980s while
working for the World
Wrestling Federation,
now World Wrestling
Entertainment.
Farris’ character is
an Elvis look-alike musician using
his patented “Shake, Rattle and
Roll” neck breaker as a finishing
move and often bashing oppo-
nents over the head with his gui-
tar.
“Honky,” as he is often called
by fellow performers, was a key
player in the company during its
rise to the top and played a large
role in establishing its dominance
over the entire wrestling world.
Farris’ biggest claim to
wrestling fame was his self-pro-
claimed title as the “Greatest
Intercontinental Champion of all-
time.” Honky held the title from
June 1987 until August 1988 when
he was defeated by the Ultimate
Warrior.
Currently he is making approx-
imately 12 appearances a month
on various wrestling cards at
state fairs and other venues.
Other wrestlers of note appear-
ing Thursday night are Tracey
Smothers, who most recently
appeared in the now defunct
Extreme Championship
Wrestling with the “Full Blooded
Italians,” and Johnny Grunge,
who has performed for many
major federations with the tag
team Public Enemy.
Honky will be squaring off
against John Wright, a rising star
who has been named to Pro
Wrestling Illustrated’s Top 500
for the past few years.
By Nicki Kreger
S T A F F  W R I T E R
For as long as college students
have been drinking, authority fig-
ures have been trying to stop
them.
Rather than trying to dissuade
students from drinking, the 6-
Pack Program, put on by The
Alcohol and Other Drug Coalition,
is designed to teach students the
consequences of drinking and
how to limit their consumption if
they do choose to drink.
The coalition’s mission is “to
create a safe and healthy environ-
ment by encouraging legal and
responsible behavior regarding
drinking and other drug use.”
They are trying to get through
to students that the less they
drink, the better their academic
results will be.
In order to help achieve this,
French Fraker of the department
of counseling and student devel-
opment, is presenting, “No
Hangover,” one of a series of pre-
sentations at 7 p.m. Thursday in
room 2030 of Lumpkin Hall.
Fraker said the purpose of the
workshop is to “educate students
about the biphasic nature of alco-
holic consumption.”
He explained the more a person
drinks, the less control that per-
son has over what they are doing,
preventing them from having
more fun. 
“There is a learning curve by
drinking alcohol,” Fraker said,
“and when people learn how
much they can drink,  they will
make the decision not to drink
more.
“By knowing how much alcohol
a person can handle, they in
return avoid hangovers, save
money, have less hassles and have
more fun.”
The point of the program is not
to tell students how to get rid of
hangovers, but how to prevent
them. Fraker said many college
students are bound to drink, but if
they drink less and learn their
limits, they avoid  miserable
hangovers. As a result, he said
students are less likely to skip
class and more likely to get better
grades.
By Lea Erwin
S T A F F  W R I T E R
Two Eastern professors have
developed a new interactive CD-
ROM program designed to teach
journalism students basic report-
ing skills.
The program is not only for
Eastern students, but for students
across the country. 
“News Scene: Interactive
Writing Exercises,” was devel-
oped by professors Brian Poulter
and James Tidwell of the
Journalism department to teach
students how  to be better journal-
ists.
In this new simulation software
program, students “attend” press
conferences and meetings, “inter-
view” witnesses and access public
records. This simulation process
helps students gather information
for news stories.
Poulter said they built the soft-
ware thinking it would help the
Journalism department. Poulter
and Tidwell were looking for a
more realistic and interactive way
to teach journalism students about
the fundamentals of journalism, in
regards to legal and ethical con-
cerns, how to write a lead and how
to avoid libel and slander, Poulter
said. 
However, this software devel-
oped into something more. 
When Wadsworth Publishing Co.
purchased the rights to the soft-
ware, they offered to put a CD-
ROM in the back of one of their
top-selling books, entitled
“Writing and Reporting News”  by
Carole Rich. Wadsworth also plans
to sell the CD-ROM as a stand-
alone version.
Poulter and Tidwell also plan to
sell the stand-alone version of the
CD-ROM online and to high-
schools.
“Some high schools we have
already sold to are in Kansas,
Texas and Virginia in just this
week,” Poulter said. “We are doing
this so students interested in jour-
nalism can start early and at such
a cheap price it should not be a
problem to purchase the soft-
ware.”
He also said they worked hard to
make it flexible with a number of
teaching styles. 
With the money received from
the software, Poulter donated
some to the Journalism
Department and Tidwell donated
some to the Mock Trial Team on
campus who helped assemble the
whole simulation together. 
The  people who put this togeth-
er consisted of more than just
Eastern students. 
Four local firefighters, a local
high school student and more than
a dozen Eastern administrators,
faculty, students and alumni also
contributed to the making of this
software. 
“We had journalism students,
administrators and fire-fighters
and it was amazing at how good
actors they were,” Poulter said.
“Whenever you can work with the
community, it’s a great way to get
to know more people and they
become teachers too,” Poulter
said. 
Tidwell said he created the char-
acters, scripting and the facts. He
also compiled the instructors man-
ual and helped with the staging
while Poulter was learning how to
use new computer programs, also
helping with staging. 
Poulter said it took about seven
months to make the program. He
went on to say one fun item about
the end result is they can change
reality to work better for simula-
tion, helping students learn in a
more efficient way.
Tidwell said the simulation pro-
gram changes the process of
teaching journalism from listen-
ing and taking notes on a fact sheet
to actually having choices and
being more interactive. 
The Honky Tonk Man
Have a Honky Tonkin’ time Hangover prevention 101
P H O T O  C O U R T E S Y  O F  B R I A N  P O U LT E R
This new interactive journalism training software that has spread across
the country was designed by two Eastern professors.
Eastern profs develop software
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DEAL WITH NEAL - DEAL WITH NEAL - DEAL WITH NEAL
DEAL WITH NEAL - DEAL WITH NEAL - DEAL WITH NEAL
LUBE OIL & FILTER SPECIAL
Expires 9/30/03
$3OFFChange oil (up to 5 qts)VALVOLINE 10w30Change oil filter
Check all fluid levels
Lubricate fittings
110 5th Street
Charleston
345-6975
Daily 7-5 & Sat. 7-Noon
Lefty
’s
Holle
r
KARAOKE
9-CLOSE
• FULL BEER GARDEN
• BEER TUB 
$2.00 16OZ. CANS
COME DOWNAFTER BINGO
PRIZES & GIVEAWAYS
• SANDVOLLEYBALL
• 2 BEANBAG SETS
$2.00 JACKDANIELS & 
SOUTHERN COMFORT MIXERS
NWC PRESENTS
PROFESSIONAL
WRESTLING
THURS., SEPT. 18
10PM BELLTIME
AT    
CHARLESTON, ILLINOIS
FEATURING WWF/WCW SUPERSTAR
THE HONKY TONK MAN
ACW STAR
TRACY SMOTHERS
LUCKY DANE
TABLES MATCH LADIES MATCH
&MUCH MUCH MORE!!
FOR TICKETS CALL 217-345-7849 OR
VISIT STIX IN CHARLESTON
T e r r y ’ s  
CL I P & CH I P
Titleist Second Chance
ProV1 Golf Balls
$21.00 per dozen
345-6325
807 Madison Ave., Charleston
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN (PG13) Daily
6:45  FRI SAT 9:50  SAT SUN MAT 2:00
AMERICAN WEDDING (R)  Daily 7:00 
FRI SAT 9:20 SAT SUN MAT 2:15
ONCE UPON A TIME IN MEXICO (R) Daily 4:45,
7:30, 10:00  SAT SUN MAT 1:45
CABIN FEVER (R) Daily 5:15, 7:45, 10:10  SAT
SUN MAT 2:15
MATCHSTICK MEN (PG13)  Daily 3:50, 7:00,
9:45 SAT SUN MAT 12:45
DICKIE ROBERTS:  FORMER CHILD STAR
(PG13) Daily 4:00, 6:45, 9:15 SAT SUN MAT
1:15
FREAKY FRIDAY (PG) Daily 4:15, 
6:30, 9:00 SAT SUN MAT 1:00
OPEN RANGE (R) Daily 5:00, 8:15 SAT SUN
MAT 2:00
S.W.A.T. (PG13) Daily 4:30, 7:15, 9:55 SAT
SUN MAT 1:30
THE ORDER (R) Daily 5:30, 8:00,10:20 SAT
Business 
a little 
sour?
call 581-2816
By Dan Valenziano
Activities Editor
Phi Beta Kappa’s 15th annual
fall lecture features a national-
ly renowned psychologist
speaking about American atti-
tudes toward the death penalty.
The psychologist, Phoebe
Ellsworth, is a professor at the
University of Michigan.
Ellsworth’s presentation,
“American Attitudes Toward
the Death Penalty, 1950-2003” is
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
Thursday in  the Buzzard
Auditorium.
“In the last quarter of the
20th century, Americans
favored the death penalty far
more strongly than citizens of
most industrialized countries,”
Ellsworth said in a release
describing the lecture.
“America was one of the few
such countries to retain the
death penalty, and Americans
executed more people than
almost any other country.”
“At the end of the century,
however, these attitudes began
to soften,” Ellsworth said. “My
talk will discuss this history
and underlying psychology of
the strong support and of the
factors that can lead even an
apparently unshakable attitude
to change.”
The event is sponsored by Phi
Beta Kappa, a national honors
fraternity, and the Office of
Academic Affairs. Frank
McCormick, English professor
and president of the Midwest
Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa,
organized the event.
“(Ellsworth) will discuss this
from a psychologist’s perspec-
tive,” he said.
McCormick said Phi Beta
Kappa has tried to get the best
speaker possible for its 15 lec-
tures.
“Every year we invite a
nationally prominent scholar to
speak on a
topic relating
to science or
humanities,”
McCormick
said.
The speak-
er is chosen
from a list of
10 traveling
scholars by a
panel of the
o r g a n i z a -
tion’s members.
“She was the first pick of the
committee,” McCormick said.
He also said Ellsworth’s pres-
entation was a timely one.
“There are several classes
studying the death penalty this
semester that are coming,”
McCormick said.
Ellsworth’s credentials
include: former editor of the
“Journal of Experimental Social
Psychology” and professor in
the University of Michigan’s
Psychology and Law depart-
ments. She is also an editorial
board member of several psy-
chology journals.
Activities editor Dan Valenziano can
be reached at cudwv@eiu.edu
National scholar will speak
about death penalty in U.S.
By Steve Larrick
S T A F F  W R I T E R
The Charleston Carnegie Public
Library, built in 1904, is celebrat-
ing its 100th anniversary with a
centennial series. 
Students interested in genealo-
gy can visit the CCPL at 7 p.m.
Thursday for a panel discussion
hosted by Calvin Smith and Larry
Bates. 
Smith and Bates will discuss
beginner genealogical tools. The
panel will talk about “how to”
basics and ways to speed up
searching and recording process-
es, said Sheryl Snyder, the
library’s executive director.
The centennial series, which
includes a variety of events, start-
ed in May and will continue
through February of next year. It
will honor Andrew Carnegie, illus-
trate the library’s role in the com-
munity and present a bold vision
for the future.
Like all Carnegie libraries,
Charleston’s stands as a monu-
ment to one man’s vision.
Carnegie believed in the power of
knowledge and spent much his
fortune on an empire of libraries.
On Oct. 3, 1901, Charleston was
allotted $15,000 to build a public
library.
With funds from the city of
Charleston matching Carnegie’s
grant, the CCPL was completed
three years later.
An open house marking the
100th anniversary of the CCPL
will take place on Oct. 19th. 
“Because the original open
house was in January, probably a
little chilly, we’re going to open
the corner stone on Oct. 19th and
see what they thought would be
really 
interesting in a hundred years,”
Snyder said.
A disc jockey will play music
and centennial T-shirts will be
given away.
“The library has something to
offer all students,” Snyder said.
Information about the CCPL
and a complete list of upcoming
centennial events is available at
www.charlestonlibrary.org.
The centennial series cele-
brates self-education and is a
foundation for future develop-
ment.
Phoebe Ellsworth
“Americans favored
the death penalty far
more strongly than cit-
izens of most industri-
alized contries.”
Charleston Carnegie
Library is centennial
 Public library continues its centennial series with
genealogy panel discussion, students invited
SMOKERS WANTED!!!! What do
you like about smoking?  What do
you think about the new laws?
We want to know.  Please call Val
or Tom at 581-7786.
________________________9/19
Showtime lounge needs part-time
bartender. 21st in Broadway,
Mattoon. 234-4151.
________________________9/22
Experienced painter basically for
exterior work. References
required. Call 345- 3119
_________________________ 9/24
Caring individuals needed to work
with adults with developmental
disabilities in a group home set-
ting, stressing community integrat-
ed living. Now hiring FT Mid-8am
and PT evening positions. Apply in
person at Tull House, 1911 18th
St., Charleston: 345-3552
________________________9/26
Movie extras/models needed. No
experience required. Earn up to
$500/$1000 per day. 1-888-820-0167 
________________________10/3
Bartender trainees needed.  $250
a day potential. Local positions.
1-800-293-3985 ext. 539.
________________________10/23
Searching for a job that works
around your class schedule?
Ruffalo Cody in partnership with
Weststaff has immediate long
term customer service /  inside
sales positions available. We
offer: flexible scheduling, a
fun/professional atmosphere,
paid training and competitive
starting salary. Call Now!! 345-
1303 Weststaff eoe m/f/h/v
__________________________00
Night owls needed!!!  Inserters
needed for The Daily Eastern News.
Hours as needed between 10:00
pm and 2:30 am.  Apply at 1802
Buzzard Hall Student Publications
office between 8:00 - 4:30.  
__________________________00
CALL NOW!!! CONSOLIDATED
MARKET RESPONSE in partner-
ship with WESTAFF is looking for
people just like you to be a part of
our team!!! $7/HR WITH GRADU-
ATED PAY INCREASES Work
around YOUR schedule with our
new flexible hours: 5p-9p; 12p-4p
or 12:30p-9p Business casual
atmosphere Bonus potential
Advancement opportunity Call
today to schedule your personal
interview: 345-1303 
__________________________00
Huge 1 br apt. off Charleston
square. $525/month INCLUDES
HEAT, WATER, TRASH PICKUP,
APPLIANCES. No pets. 345-2617
________________________9/30
Clean, nice, furnished 2 bdr apt.
available for Jan. 04.
Parking/trash incl., laundry on
premises, locally owned, by EIU
police.  Call 348-0673 leave a
msg.
__________________________00
AVAILABLE OCTOBER: 1-BR
New Unf Apt stove, frig,
microwave, dishwasher,
wash/dryer, AC $450 per for sin-
gle/couple 117 W. Polk Call 348-
7746
__________________________00
JUST CAME AVAILABLE: 2-BR
Unf Apt stove, frig, microwave,
AC $230 per person for 2 resi-
dents, $395 per for single/couple
1305 18th Street Call 348-7746
__________________________00
Efficiency apartment close to
campus with A/C. Males only, no
smoking. $340/month. All utilities
included. 345-3232 days.
__________________________00
SEITSINGER APARTMENTS -
1611 9TH ST. 1 BLOCK EAST OF
OLD MAIN, 1-2 BEDROOM
APARTMENT AVAILABLE 2003-
2004 SCHOOL YEAR. 9 MONTH
INDIVIDUAL LEASE. COMPLETE-
LY FURNISHED PLUS HEAT AND
GARBAGE FURNISHED CALL
345-7136.
__________________________00
BUZZARD STUDENTS.
Lincolnwood Pinetree has large 2
BR apts. available @ 2020 10th.
Call 345.6000 to see!
__________________________00
Renting now for Fall of 2003. 4 BR
houses. Within walking distance
of Eastern. Call 345.2467
__________________________00
2 nice houses, all appliances,
W/D. Available Spring & Fall 2003.
Excellent locations.  345-7530
__________________________00
FALL 03-2 BR FURN APT $235
ea. 10 mo. lease. NO PETS. 345-
5048
__________________________00
ROYAL HEIGHTS APTS: 1509 S.
2nd St. 3 BR furnished apts, low
utilities. New carpet and new fur-
niture. Leasing for Spring 2004
and Fall 2003 semesters. Call
346-3583
__________________________00
Bedroom to rent 3 blocks  from
campus. 128 Polk. $300/month.
Includes all utilities. 1-630-707-4470
__________________________00
2 Bedroom still available as low
as $230/month each/2 people.
Call 348-7746
__________________________00
Apt. available. 1426 9th Street.
Apartment #4. Call 549-3448.
__________________________00
Chas. 2 BR. AC and Dshwshr with
hookup. Near EIU. 526 W. Grant.
$535. 549-2578.
________________________9/23
Nishiki 12-speed ladies bike.
Excellent condition, hardly ridden.
$75, call 345-1825.
________________________9/19
2 Diamond Rings. 14k white gold.
One solataire, one diamond band.
Have papers with lot number.
$600 value, must sell, $175. Call
630-661-3277.
________________________9/22
1998 Mustang GT convertible,
excellent condition, beautiful fun
car call 348-8905
________________________9/24
GRAD STUDENT LOOKING FOR
QUIET ROOMMATE. 3 BDRM
HOUSE 10 MINUTES EAST OF
CAMPUS ON LINCOLN AVE.
NEAR ASHMORE. NON-SMOK-
ER. $400/MONTH CALL 349-8674.
________________________9/24
Roommates wanted,
$295/month. Call Lindsey
348.1479
__________________________00
Roommates for 3 BR furnished
apartments. $290 per person.
1509 S. 2nd. Call 346-3583
__________________________00
Congratulations to JILL POLIVKA
of ALPHA PHI on being lavaliered
to Chuck Smith of Pi Kappa
Alpha.
________________________9/18
95% of EIU students have not used
Amphetamines within the last month
(n=471 representative EIU students).
________________________9/19
ATTENTION ALL GRADUATING
SENIORS! If you are interested in
a yearbook of your senior year,
and are not sure how to pick it up,
come to the Student Publications
office, room 1802 Buzzard Hall,
and for only $4 we will mail you a
copy in the Fall when they are
published.  Call 581-2812 for
more information.
__________________________00
MIXMASTER THROWDOWN
THIS THURSDAY AT STU’S!!!
THE RETURN OF D.J. LEE
MICHAELS AND SPECIAL
GUEST, CHICAGO’S LEG-
ENDARY BOBBY D!  CHECK
OUT www.CollegeClubTour.com
FOR MORE INFO.
_________________________ 9/18
1988 Mercury Topaz for sale.
Runs good, 2 door, stick shift.
Must sell.
________________________9/23
Garage Sale at 1896 Victoria Lane
Fri. 19th 4-7pm and Sat. 20th at
6am-6pm.  Computers, bed,
clothes, household
__________________________9/19
Natural beauty products, sport
supplements, diet ads, homebrew
supplies available at Natural Food
& Nutrition 422 Madison Ave n-f-
n.com
__________________________9/19 
MARAKECH- We carry women
and men’s clothes, jewelry, tapes-
tries, door beads, and more WE
SHIP UPS 345-1388
_________________________09/19
Spring Break 2004. Travel with
STS, America’s #1 Student Tour
Operator to Jamaica, Cancun,
Acapulco, Bahamas and Florida.
Now hiring campus reps. Call for
group discounts.
Information/Reservations 1-800-
648-4849 or www.ststravel.com.
__________________________9/22
Oakley’s Bike Shop. Bikes,
kayaks and more! Repairs /
accessories and more. Tues thru
Saturday. Mattoon 234-7637
__________________9/30
SPRING BREAK WITH THE
BEST- BIANCHI-ROSSI TOURS!
Now offering 3 destinations!
Acapulco, Puerto Vallarta and
Cabo San Lucas! Book early-get
FREE MEALS! Organize a group
and travel for FREE! Call for
details 800-875-4525 or
www.bianchi-rossi.com
__________________9/30
Spring Break ‘04 with
StudentCity.com and Maxim
Magazine! Get hooked up with
Free Trips, Cash, and VIP Status
as a Campus Rep! Choose from
15 of the hottest destinations.
Book early for FREE MEALS,
FREE DRINKS and 150% Lowest
Price Guarantee! To reserve
online or view our Photo Gallery,
visit www.studentcity.com or Call
1-888-SPRINGBREAK!
_________________________10/13
A “Reality” Spring Break 2004.
Only with Sunsplash Tours.
Featured in the “The Real
Cancun” Movie. Lowest Prices,
Free Meals & Parties before Nov.
6th, 2 Free Trips for Groups.
www.sunsplashtours.com 1-800-
426-7710.
_________________________11/07
WINTER AND SPRING BREAK.
SKI AND BEACH TRIPS ON SALE
NOW!  www.sunchase.com OR
CALL 1-800-SUNCHASE TODAY!
_________________________12/15
LOG HOUSE CONSIGNMENT/
RESALE SHOP: $1 SALE 9-5.
348-8001. GO TO FAIR-
GROUNDS, FOLLOW THE SIGN.
___________________________00
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H E L P  W A N T E D
F O R  R E N T
F O R  R E N T F O R S A L E P E R S O N A L S
R O O M M A T E S
C A M P U S  C L I P S
CHRISTIAN CAMPUS HOUSE: Come join us for lunch in the union
food court from 11:30- 1:30.
OFFICE OF ORIENTATION INFORMATION MEETING: Thursday
Sept. 18 at 8pm in the Effingham Rm of Union. Meeting for those inter-
ested in positions as Orientation Leaders/University Tour Guides/
Telecounselors & Volunteers for Panther Ambassador Club.
ASSOCIATION OF HONORS STUDENTS: Meeting tonight at 6pm in
the Effingham Rm of the Union. Come see what we have planned!
The Daily Eastern News
Classified ad form
Name: _________________________________
Address: _______________________________
Phone: _______________ Student: ❏ Yes ❏ No
Dates to run: _________________________________
Ad to read:
30 cents per word first day ad runs. 10 cents per word each consecutive day 
thereafter. 25 cents per word first day for students with valid ID, and 10 cents per word 
each consecutive day afterward. 15 word minimum.
DEADLINE 2 p.m. PREVIOUS DAY – NO EXCEPTIONS
The News reserves the right to edit or refuse ads considered libelous or in bad taste.
Under classification of:
__________________________
Expiration code (office use only):
_________________
Person accepting ad: ________ Compositor:
_______
No. words / days: _____ Amount due: $________
Payment:
Check No._______
R O O M M A T E S
P E R S O N A L S
F O R  S A L E
H E L P  W A N T E D
Lincolnwood Pinetree 
Apartments
Studio,1, 2 & 3 Bedroom
Apartments
• Lots of space
• Swimming pool
• Volleyball court 
Across from Carman Hall
345-6000
ACROSS
1Subject of an
Andrew
Wyeth por-
trait series
6Legacy
14Duties
15Slightly twist-
ed
16Isn’t just the-
oretical
17Tanning vats
for reptile
hides?
18Apple com-
puter delivery
vehicles?
20Service
21Harvester ___
22Word with
rabbit or
roasting
231939 Glen
Gray hit “___
Night”
26Word on a
Ouija board
27Gray, in a
way
28Like many
resort areas
31Woes of an
itchy, twitchy
dog?
33Some game
equipment
36Floor protec-
tor
37Coffee choice
38Attack dog
owner’s
remark to a
burglar?
43Guaranteed
44TV cartoon
dog
45“Wham!”
48Rare trick-
taker
49Assumed
part of a Web
address
50Zenith com-
petitor
51Actress
Gardner
53Dental X-
rays?
55One who’s
brought in
when ship-
ments are
damaged?
59Unwell
60Calligrapher’s
purchase
61Compounds
found in wine
62Totals
63Analyzes
DOWN
1Hydrocarbon
in petroleum
2Sends off let-
ters?
3Shopper’s aid
4Words after
“Oh, come
on”
5Salve
6Hardly
sophisticates
7Muffs
8Little bounder
9Business
abbr.
10Extra amount
11Folkie’s
choice of gui-
tar
12Gangster
weapons
13If not
14Curtis ___,
1960’s Air
Force chief of
staff
19Roundly beat
23Great deal
24“We’ve been
___!”
25Ending with
ego or ideal
28Aim to please
29Big name in
hardware
30It’s taken for
a trip
31Leg part
32“Casablanca”
role
33Textile com-
pany pur-
chase
34Saturn model
35Desserts
eaten with
spoons
39It may follow
you
40Hotelier’s
handout
41Frontier per-
son
42Working syn-
chronously
45Indulged in
vanity
46Becomes
apparent (to)
47Nasties in
nests
49Equine
ankles
51Another
name for 30-
Down
52Windmill
blade
53Player’s tro-
phy
54___ bread
56“Move it!”
57Lifeboat item
58God, in Italy
Puzzle by Patrick Berry
ANSWER TO TODAY’S PUZZLE
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15
16 17
18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
31 32
33 34 35 36 37
38 39 40 41 42
43 44 45 46 47
48 49 50
51 52 53 54
55 56 57 58 59
60 61
62 63
Edited by Will Shortz No. 0807
HELGAHERITAGE
LEVIESIRONICAL
EXISTSCROCPOTS
MACTRUCKSUSE
ANTEARSTHIS
YESAGECOASTAL
FLEASANDTICS
DICEMATICED
YOUMAKEMESIC
ENSUREDRENPOW
TREYHTTPRCA
AVATOOTHPICS
CARGODOCLAIDUP
INDIAINKESTERS
DESTROYSREADS
ADVERTISE
You’llBe
Surprised by
the Results
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N O N  S E Q U I T U R B Y  W I L E Y  M I L L E R
B O O N D O C K S B Y  A A R O N  M C G R U D E R
By Angela Harris
F E A T U R E S  R E P O R T E R
Students will have an opportunity to
shoot an M-16 or an M-60 or climb a
rock wall all in one day for the first
time this semester.
Located at Tarble Arts Field at the
corner of Seventh and Garfield
streets, ROTC Day offers all this and
more. 
“Anyone can try these out with the
assistance of our Cadre,” said Maj.
Jeff Allen of the ROTC, or the
Reserve Officers Training Corps,
Panther Battalion. 
He said ROTC day is a time for any
student interested in the military or
its equipment to relax and have some
fun. 
The Army Reserve and Illinois
National Guard units will showcase an
M1 998 Smoke Generator, Ghilli Suit-
Sniper Camouflage, UH-60
Blackhawk Helicopter, High Mobility
Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle with
on board combat simulator, 105 MM
Howitzer, 60 MM Mortar, a World War
II Jeep and other combat equipment.
Students can also watch ROTC
cadets rappelling down the south side
of Klehm Hall.
Illinois National Guard and Army
Reserve recruiters will be at the event
and ready to talk with students or the
public. Maj. David John, Eastern’s
ROTC scholarship officer, will also be
on hand to answer questions.
Army ROTC is offered at hundreds
of colleges throughout the country.
Maj. Jeff Allen said ROTC students
don’t have to worry about being called
out for duty while in the program. 
“They are protected,” he said. 
Upon accepting a federal scholar-
ship or attending upper level classes,
students are then obligated for officer
service upon graduation.
ROTC Day begins at 4 p.m. and
ends at 5:30 p.m. Thursday. 
The ROTC Panther Battalion can be
reached at 581-5944. Maj. David John,
scholarship officer of the military
services department, is available at
cfdaj@eiu.edu.
More information is about ROTC is
available at www.eiu.edu/~armyrotc.
Features reporter Angela Harris can
be reached at cgah@eiu.edu
Some of the program
requirements students
must maintain include
making and keeping advis-
ing appointments, accept-
ing courses offered at any
time of day, notifying advi-
sors of all changes, main-
taining required grades,
meeting graduation and
major requirements and
not withdrawing or failing
any courses.
Lord said Eastern is try-
ing to encourage students
to graduate in a timely way
with the program.  
“The time to graduation
at Eastern has not
increased greatly over the
past few years,” he said.
“My expectation is that
this probably will be the
case over the next few
years as well.”
Students ineligible for
the EIU4 program include
students in the teaching
certification program,
engineering cooperative
program, environmental
biology option, Gateway
program, Presidential
admit or other program
not governed by Eastern.
Some Elementary
Education majors say the
program should include
elementary education
majors.
Amber Forester, a soph-
omore education major,
said she will graduate in
five years and a lot of
other education majors
have to stay at Eastern
longer than planned as
well. 
“About half the students
here are education majors
and the four year program
is not available.”
Some universities such
as Western Illinois
University have similar
programs.
According to the univer-
sity’s Web site, Western’s
GradTrac program is a
four-year graduation guar-
antee. 
Undergraduates enter-
ing the GradTrac contract
agree to remain in continu-
ous enrollment, maintain
an average of 15-16 hours
of course work each
semester and meet other
advising requirements. If
eligible students meet all
requirements and still do
not graduate in a four year
time frame, the university
will waive the tuition for
the required courses need-
ed for completion. 
Also, $112,600 in schol-
arships have been awarded
to freshmen enrolled in the
GradTrac program for Fall
2003. These include resi-
dential, presidential, four-
year foundation and cen-
tennial scholarships.
Western reported of the
entering full-time fresh-
men in ‘95, 49 percent
graduated within six years
by summer 2001 and 2 per-
cent were still enrolled in
fall of the same year.
Other Institutions have
similar graduation rates. 
The NCAA has record of
the ‘96 - ‘97 graduation
rates for students graduat-
ing in more than four
years.
The NCAA reported
Illinois State University at
57 percent; Southern
Illinois University, 39 per-
cent; University of Illinois
Champaign-Urbana, 80
percent; Northern Illinois
University, 51 percent and
Eastern, 66 percent.
Kelly Sronka, a sopho-
more elementary educa-
tion major, said many stu-
dents, regardless of their
major, do not graduate in
four years.
“For freshmen, when
you first get here all you
care about is partying,”
she said, adding “ ... and
those gen. ed. classes you
need to retake if you don’t
get a C or higher.”
Sronka also said there
are too many people for
each counselor.
Liz Kelly, a sophomore
education major, plans on
graduating in four years
but said she understands
why so many other stu-
dents graduate in longer
than four years.
“(It’s) because they don’t
go to class or they pick the
wrong class and have to
drop,” she said.
Kelly also said in the
past elementary education
majors chose from 10 -12
concentrations and now
have to select from only
four.
“Now you have to minor
in subjects and take so
many more classes,” she
said.
Many students find the
issue of finance the most
important consideration
regarding late graduation.
Laura Terestra, a sopho-
more business administra-
tion major, said the finan-
cial aspect is a bigger
strain than actually having
to stay here and she does-
n’t mind as much as her
parents do about taking
longer to graduate.
Terestra said many stu-
dents need to take summer
classes to try to speed up
the process, but “can you
say you graduated in four
years if you take 10,000
summer classes?” 
Claire LaRocca, a fresh-
man elementary education
major, said finance is
important to consider, but
Eastern is worth the wait.
LaRocca is aware her
major is not included in the
EIU4 program, but
because it isn’t, is not that
much of a problem for her. 
“It’s not really a big deal
for me and if Eastern is
giving me a more thorough
education than another
university, than this is
working out for me,” she
said.       
Joy Bos, a senior dual
certification major, said
her program automatically
is a five year program, but
will instead take her six
years to complete.
“Of course it’s aggravat-
ing,” Bos said. “I think
advisors should tell stu-
dents flat out it will take
more than four years.”
Bos said even with tak-
ing 19 hours a semester
she would not be able to
have completed her major
in five years like she was
told.
Katie Rodman, a senior
elementary education
major, said credit hours
transfering is another
problem for students try-
ing to graduate on time. 
Bos said she will gradu-
ate after completing five
and a half years because
not all of her hours com-
pleted at Danville Area
community College will
transfer at Eastern.
Campus Editor Jennifer
Chiariello can be reached at
cujc7@eiu.edu.
Rates:
Students are taking longer than four
years to graduate
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1
D A I LY  E A S T E R N  N E W S  P H O T O  B Y  S T E P H E N  H A A S
Eastern Panther Batallion ROTC members participate in an exercise with a
Blackhawk helicopter in April 2003. ROTC day will include weapons demonstra-
tions, helicopters and a rock wall today in the field next to the Tarble Arts Center.
Donash to serve as liaison
By Kevin Sampier
S T U D E N T  G O V E R N M E N T  E D I T O R  
The Student Senate voted to give
city council liaison duties to the
external relations position
Wednesday, changing the senate’s
bylaws and constitution.  
An amendment was added to the
bylaw change reading, “However, in
the event that a conflict should occur
which prohibits the chair from serv-
ing in the position, then the execu-
tive vice president shall appoint a
liaison to fill the vacancy until the
end of the semester.”   
Former opponents of the bylaw
change accepted it after the amend-
ment was added. 
“It makes a little more sense now,”
said Adam Howell, shuttle bus com-
mittee chair.  “It’s important that we
don’t limit ourselves.” 
Mike Walsh, student senate speak-
er, said the changes to the bylaws
and senate constitution would be
made in the near future and no stu-
dent is restricted from taking their
concerns to the Charleston City
Council.
The city council liaison can debate
resolutions, but does not have an
active vote at city council meetings,
said Kyle Donash, external relations
chair. 
The Student Senate also appointed
six new senate members at the meet-
ing, making a full senate with 30
members, Walsh said.  
Joycelyn Miller, newly appointed
senator, said she was excited about
her new position. 
“I think it’s an amazing opportuni-
ty for me,” Miller said.  
Even though this position is her
first involvement with Student
Senate, Miller said she has ideas for
improvement.  
“I have my own goals, but I’m not
going to make them known until I see
what’s going on,” she said. 
A proposed bylaw change requir-
ing senators to post their office
hours was tabled until next week,
after much debate on the subject. 
Senate member Joe Gubbins
argued for the change.
“People are going to say they can’t
make their office hours, and that’s
ridiculous,” Gubbins said. “ We’re
here for the students.”  
Student Body President Caleb
Judy supported the proposed
change, saying it was more profes-
sional.
University Development and
Recycling chair Ryan Herdes argued
against the proposed bill.
“We have 15 reasons why we do
not like this legislation,” Herdes
said.
Herdes would not release the list
of reasons, he said office hours
would limit the contact between stu-
dents and senators.
Lauren Kluge, internal affairs
chair, also disagreed with the
change.
“I don’t see why I need to sit in the
office for a certain period of time
when I have other ways of people
getting a hold of me,” Kluge said. 
The senate also approved a pro-
posal to give it’s support to Eastern
Cares, a suicide prevention and
information program, as well as a
subscription to  the Charleston
Times-Courier.
The Student Senate meets at 7 p.m.
Wednesday nights in the
Arcola/Tuscola room of the Martin
Luther King Jr. University Union.
ROTC shows off weapons
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Come Join the Men of Sigma Nu
Tonight for Formal Rush
5-9 pm Arby’s
Sandwiches
1005 Greek Ct
call 581-6898 for Rides or InfoAdvertise In The Den
Panthers looking to take next step
By Jason Blasco 
STAFF WRITER
The Eastern men’s tennis team will host it’s
season opener with the C. Roger Sorensen
Invitational on Sept. 19-20 at Darling Courts
with hopes of improving on their third place
finish in the Ohio Valley Conference last sea-
son.
“This work ethic has become a disease and
now everything we do is business,” fourth year
head coach Brian Holzgrafe said. “Last year,
with a good team, they fought so hard and we
came up with something so great. This year we
are going to take it one
step further.”
The Panthers are one of
eight teams competing in
the tournament. The oth-
ers include Xavier,
DePaul, Indiana
U n i v e r s i t y - P u r d u e
University at Indianapolis,
Indiana University-
Purdue University at Fort
Wayne, Wisconsin-Green
Bay, Chicago State, and
Wright State.
“This invitational will have some good teams
and good players,” Holzgrafe said.  “Some of
the schools are a little bit larger and it will be
interesting to see how things pan out. The cal-
iber of teams that are coming is high and
among them there will be some players that
could crack the top 100 rankings in singles and
doubles.”
Behind what Holzgrafe calls an improved
player in their No.1 player CJ Weber and three
freshmen recruits, he said the Panthers’ tennis
program is continuing to grow.
“What the recent history of Eastern tennis
has done is created a sense of hope,” Holzgrafe
said. “Last season, we didn’t know what to
expect. We were battling injuries, but the key
seniors in those positions became so consis-
tent.”
Holzgrafe said his team is going to use the
non-conference invitational for preparation for
their individual performance as well as team
effort.  
“We have some individuals that can put us on
the map by bringing in good teams that will
really help their potential,” Holzgrafe said.
Holzgrafe also said Weber and Brandon
Blankenbaker are players who can bring
national recognition for the Panthers’ program.
“(Weber’s) serve has improved,” Holzgrafe
said. “It is weird how he has responded to a pos-
itive environment and it shows in the attitude
and effort that he has put
in.” 
The Panthers will have
three freshman players this
season, Charles Levaque
from Quebec, Brandon
Lenfert, and Ryan
Blankenbaker, younger
brother of Brandon
Blankenbaker.
“(Levaque) comes in as a
freshman and has competed
with some of our all-confer-
ence players from last year,” Holzgrafe said.
“He is able to compete with our No. 1 and No.2
players and plays right with them. The seniors
appreciate that and we needed a player like
Chuck to come.”
Holzgrafe said the additions of Lenfert and
Ryan Blankenbaker will improve the Panthers’
depth with their potential.   
In addition, the Panthers have Jason
Girardin and Colin Preistner, along with senior
Eric Stuertz, who Holzgrafe said worked five
hours a day in the off-season and improved sig-
nificantly.
“I feel that everyone has come back
improved this season,” Holzgrafe said.
D A I LY  E A S T E R N  N E W S  P H O T O  B Y  S T E P H E N  H A A S
Senior tennis player C.J. Weber serves a ball during practice at Darling Courts. The
Panthers will host the C. Roger Sorensen Invitational Friday and Saturday.
 Holtzgrafe expects tough 
competition in host tournament
“This work ethic has
become a disease and
now everything we is
business.”
—head coach Brian Holzgrafe
M E N ’ S  T E N N I S
By Matthew Stevens
A S S O C I A T E  S P O R T S  E D I T O R
Every Saturday the Illinois
State defense comes out onto the
field with a boom.
Inside linebacker Boomer
Grigsby is currently the NCAA
tackle leader and has become one
of the best defensive players in I-
AA.
“Boomer is one of those special
kids that made himself into the
player he is today,” Redbirds head
coach Denver Johnson said.
All the way from Canton, Ill.,
Grigsby put his name on the col-
lege football map by earning a
game-high 21 tackles two weeks
ago against the Illinois Fighting
Illini.
Eastern head coach Bob Spoo is
certainly not looking forward to
the matchup Grigsby presents to
his young offensive line. 
“Boomer is a highly touted foot-
ball player, which he should be,
and he’s going to be a force to con-
tain with,” Spoo said. “I don’t
think people realize how good he
is on special teams too.”
At only six feet tall, Grigsby
wasn’t highly recruited out of
high school because big confer-
ence coaches weren’t sure he
could physically play the position
consistently.
“He isn’t one of those guys who
the genetic lottery with god-
given ability,” Johnson said.
“Coming out of high school, he
wasn’t a Big 10 recruit because
he wasn’t good enough and we
didn’t know how well he was
going to train.”
In fact, Johnson believed that
Grigsby wasn’t good enough to
make the Redbirds team during
his freshman year.
“He wasn’t that great his fresh-
man year coming from Canton,
Illinois, and I considered moving
him to fullback but I red-shirted
him,” Johnson said. “I think he’ll
even admit that was the best thing
to happen to him because he real-
ly invested that time well.” 
On the practice field, Johnson
wishes he could line up with 11
kids similar to Grigsby not only
physically but character wise as
well.
“He’s just a real neat kid that is
incredibly driven,” Johnson said.
“A real yes sir, no sir kind of kid.”
Genetically, Grigsby has been
physically fit since birth with his
mother being a gymnastic
instructor.
“Boomer is actually a world-
class trampolinist and he’s
learned how to monitor what he
eats and his training schedule,”
Johnson said. 
According to his coach, his
work ethic in the weight room
presents an extremely high role
model for the younger players.
“A lot of it has to do with being
between 19-21 years old and get-
ting stronger and muscular,”
Johnson said. “This guy is just an
animal in the weight room
because he does about 50 percent
more than we require as a rule not
an exception.”
Johnson was extremely
impressed with Grigsby’s com-
mitment even during potential
vacation distractions like spring
break.
“My favorite story about him is
during last spring where every-
body went to Padre Island and
Florida but Boomer hired a per-
sonal trainer to help with his 40-
time,” Johnson said. “That’s just
the kind of kid he is.”
In 2002, the junior finished
third in the Buck Buchanan
Award and is on the watch list for
it this year as well.
“Today, I bet Boomer could play
at lot of those big schools and
that’s what makes him a two-time
captain here,” Johnson said.
P H O T O  C O U R T E S Y  O F  I L L I N O I S  S T A T E  S P O R T S  I N F O R M A T I O N  D E P A T M E N T
Junior linebacker Boomer Grisgby against Youngstown St. last season.
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Sigma Phi Epsilon
SFE
“We Achieve What Others Think To Be Impossible”
Join The Men Of
Today From: 5-8pm
(Red Brick House Off Of Greek Court)
ALL YOU CAN EAT PIZZA HUT!!
FOR RIDES OR INFO CALL TIM 581-2621
CITY SCAPES
HAIR SALON
*NEW HAIR SALON!
*NEW NAME!
*NEW LOOK!
$1.00 OFF ANY PRODUCTS OR SERVICE
(must present coupon for special)
Hair Stylists :  Anna & Lori :    
1408 6th Street
345-4451
(In Oldetowne Apartment Complex)
*AWESOME HAIR!
and
WELCOME
STUDENTS
Products from:
Graham Webb; Nolita,
Back to Basics. Bed
Head, Biolage, Paul
Mitchell, Redken,
and anything else you
could ever want.
ADVERTISE!
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Noble Flower Shop & Gifts
2121 18th St.
345-7007 • (We Deliver)
Now Carrying
GREEK Merchandise!!
Don’t Forget Our ‘Back To School ’
ROSE SPECIAL
1 Dozen Long-Stemmed Red Roses
for
$29.. 99
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Seidlitz:
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 2
This is especially annoy-
ing for college football fans
who are not Florida State
fans and have to listen to
the crowd on TV.
But at least the entire
crowd is into the game, and
if I went to Florida State I
would probably join the
crowd in the chant and have
a good time doing so.
At O’Brien Field there is
entirely too much time
when there is no noise or
excitement from the crowd.
Even if it was something
as simple as what Penn
State does and have a
Nittany Lion growl after
every major play. 
Instead Eastern is stuck
with the l ifeless Prowler
the Panther who dances at
times and perhaps he
growls sometimes, but that
isn’t  easily recognizable
because nobody can hear
him anyway. 
 Junior linebacker on the Buck Buchanan watch list
after finishing third last year 
Redbirds Normal boom
Cross Country:
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 2
In-state rival SIUC will also
bring a competitive women’s team.
Despite the strength of competi-
tion in the women’s meet,
McInerney believes the women
will perform well.
“Our women’s team will be in
the hunt at this meet,” McInerney
said. 
“We have really been concen-
trating on running as a team.”
The strength of the women’s
team along with the recent per-
formance of the men’s team, which
includes two third-place finishes in
its last two meets will be an impor-
tant factor in the Panthers success
Friday. 
“We will be in the hunt (to win)
the home meet but won’t be the
favorites,” McInerney said.  
The Panther Open will begin
with the women’s event, which is
scheduled to start at 5:20 p.m. The
men’s competition is scheduled for
5:55 p.m.
Thursday, September 18, 2003
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T H E  
L A S T  R O U N D
Aaron Seidlitz
S T A F F  W R I T E R
Prowler
needs
pizazz
Did anyone notice in week
one, the famous, or not so
famous, Prowler the Panther?
Chances are the patrons who
witnessed Eastern’s thrashing
of California (Pa.) did not have
too much of their attention
diverted from the football field
to the sideline where Prowler
does his prowling.
This could quite possibly be
just because Prowler needs to
inject some life into his own
performance, before he focus-
es on injecting life into the
crowd.
Just jumping around and
hanging around the Pink
Panthers is not enough for the
crowd to notice a mascot, espe-
cially in this age of mascot
madness.
People noticed in the NHL
when the Calgary Flames’ mas-
cot Harvey the Hound got into
some hot water for his con-
stant barking at Edmonton
Oilers coach Craig MacTavish.
The constant trash-talk from
Harvey got MacTavish angry
enough to turn around and pull
the tongue out of the puppet
dog.
After throwing the tongue
into the crowd out of frustra-
tion, MacTavish quickly forgot
about the confrontation and
had a sense of humor about the
situation.
The Oilers coach forgot the
anger he had toward the mas-
cot, and admitted after the
game the tape of the incident
even caused the disappoint-
ment of his team’s loss in the
game to be lightened.
I’m not saying our beloved
Prowler should go after any of
the coaches he encounters on
the sideline. That just might be
taking the idea too far. But he
does need to figure out some-
thing to get the crowd in the
game.
Some schools and profes-
sional teams have cannons
shooting out t-shirts; this
action is always led by the
team mascot. 
Other schools have their
own unique traditions with
their mascots the crowd looks
forward to each and every
Saturday.
For example, the recent set-
back of the football team at
Missouri at least uncovered
what its school mascot does for
Tiger faithful. On a hot and
balmy Saturday afternoon in
Columbia, Mo., Truman the
Tiger relieves the overheated
crowd when he uses his fire
truck to hose down the crowd
with cold water.
Florida State is another good
example of a mascot revving
up the crowd. His antics start
at the beginning of the game,
when he rides out on his horse
and with his spear. Every
Saturday he plants the spear
emphatically in the center of
the field, with the crowd going
crazy the entire time.
After that, Florida State’s
football games becomes a little
annoying. This is due to the
fans there never giving up on
the Native American chant,
which has been used too often
and for too many years. 
By Michael Gilbert
S P O R T S  R E P O R T E R
The National Collegiate Athletic Association
recently released the official graduation results
for freshman who entered school in the 1996-97
academic year and Eastern  ranked as the high-
est Division I public university in the state of
Illinois.
According to the NCAA graduation data, 69
percent of Eastern student-athletes who
entered the university as freshmen in 1996-97
have graduated in four years. Student-athletes
who played a sport for four years graduated 91
percent of the time, again tops in the state.
Overall, 66 percent of students who entered in
1996-97 graduated in four years.
This high percentage could be credited to
assistant director of athletics for compliance
and academic services Betty Ralston. Ralston
helps athletes on the road to graduation, but she
deflected praise for the accomplishment and
instead focused on the athlete.
“It’s up to them, they have to achieve it,”
Ralston said. “We just try to get on them and
lead them in the right direction. We can talk till
we’re blue in the face, but the student has to go
out and do it.”
Northern Illinois and Western Illinois were
tied for second behind Eastern with 67 percent
of their student athletes graduating in four
years. University of Illinois at
Champaign/Urbana and Southern Illinois
ranked fourth and fifth with 63 percent and 57
percent respectively. University of Illinois-
Chicago and Illinois State closed out the state
schools with 51 percent.
Ralston didn’t have a scientific answer as to
why Eastern ranked higher than six other state
schools, but she assumed the honor was due to
the athletes’ hard work.
“It’s got to be the students we recruit and also
the emphasis of school by our coaches,” Ralston
said. “The students get support from our facul-
ty and coaches who put the meaning through to
them to play but also to study.”
Of all the sports at Eastern, women’s basket-
ball ranks highest with 85 percent of their ath-
letes graduating. Women’s cross country/track
and field is second at 79 percent and men’s
cross country/ track and field rounds out the
top three at 78 percent.
Women’s track and field coach Mary Wallace
was proud of her athletes because of how well
they manage their time.
“I think cross-country does an excellent job
in academics,” Wallace said. “They are the most
disciplined of the student athletes because they
have to deal with morning runs and then also
afternoon runs along with school work.”
Wallace also said it is important for a coach to
not only recruit potential students for their ath-
letic performance but also to recruit students
for their academic ability.
“I think our track and field program does a
good job at looking at the individual leaving
with a degree,” Wallace said. “Having the ath-
lete leave with a degree should be the number
one goal for a coach to look at. Athletics are
important, but the degree is the number one
reason they are here.”
Besides having the highest graduation rate
among the state’s public universities, Eastern
nearly led the 11-team Ohio Valley Conference
in graduating athletes. The Panthers finished
second in the conference behind newcomer
Samford University. Samford, a private institu-
tion, graduated 73 percent of their student ath-
letes and 67 percent of all students, both tops in
the OVC.  Jacksonville State University fin-
ished third in the OVC with 63 percent of their
athletes graduating. Southeast Missouri (59
percent) and Tennessee Tech (55 percent)
rounded out the top five.
Although Eastern was ranked second in the
OVC, Ralston said there is no shame in trailing
a private institution.
“They (Samford) are a private institution so
there is a big difference between the schools,”
Ralston said. “Their non-scholarship athletes
are paying so much more than our non-scholar-
ship athletes. Here you pay $300 per credit
hour while at Samford they pay around $1,500
so their students are more tempted to stay in
things. You’ll find that at private institutions.
“We’re very proud of our athletes and we
want to stay where we are, but we can’t make a
huge leap.” 
Illinois Graduation Rates 
School All Students Student-Athletes
Eastern Illinois 66% 69%
Northern Illinois 51% 67%
Western Illinois 51% 67%
Illinois 80% 63%
Southern Illinois 39% 57%
Illinois State 44% 51%
Illinois-Chicago 57% 51%
OVC Graduation Rates
School All Students Student-Athletes
Samford 67% 73%
Eastern Illinois 66% 69%
Jacksonville State 37% 63%
Southeast Missouri 50% 59%
Tennessee Tech 48% 55%
Morehead State 44% 54%
Murray State 56% 50%
Tennessee State 47% 46%
Eastern Kentucky 34% 40%
Tennessee-Martin 39% 31%
Austin Peay 31% 30%
Eastern Graduation Rates
Sport Percentage
Football 42%
Men’s Basketball 100%
Women’s Basketball 100%
Baseball 100%
 Eastern’s earns highest 
graduation rate in Illinois and
second in Ohio Valley Conference
By Jon Rule
S T A F F  W R I T E R
The Panther men and women’s cross country teams
will host 10 non-conference teams for the annual
Panther Open Friday. 
In their only home meet of the season, the Panthers
will face men and women teams from Millikin,
Mckendree, Western Illinois, Southern Illinois
Edwardsville, Principia College, Danville Area
Community College and Washington University (St.
Louis). 
Bradley University, Southern Illinois Carbondale
and Rose-Hulman (Ind.) will send only women’s teams
to compete.
The lack of Ohio Valley Conference teams in the
meet is done to eliminate lengthy travel for confer-
ence teams at the beginning of the season, and helps to
highlight the Ohio Valley Conference meet at the end
of the season.
“We invite about 100 teams a year, but usually get
about 10 to come,” coach John McInerney said. “The
lack of (Ohio Valley Conference) teams really high-
lights the conference meet and makes it very special,”
McInerney said.
The lack of an Ohio Valley Conference presence at
the event will not detract from the level of competition
the Panthers will face on their home course. The
Panthers also hope to perform well and capitalize on
running on their home course.
“On the men’s side, Western Illinois and SIUE
should give us a good competitive run,”McInerney
said. “We really want to run well on our home course.”
To counter those difficult opponents in the men’s
draw, Eastern will be sending out sophomore Dave
Carlson. Carlson was named OVC Male Athlete of the
Week for career best time to help the Panthers earn a
third place finish at the Bradley Invitational. 
McInerney said the strength of the women’s teams
competing in the meet will be a highlight.
“The depth in the women’s meet is stronger than the
men’s,” McInerney said. “(Washington University has)
one of the best Division III teams.”
 Lack of Ohio Valley schools brings
excitement later in the season
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Panther sports calendar
F R I D A Y Men’s soccer vs. Wright State 4 p.m. Lakeside Field
W Soccer at Missouri 7 p.m.
Cross country Panther Open 5:30 p.m.  Home
S A T U R D A Y Football vs. Illinois St. 1:30 p.m.  O’Brien
W Rugby vs. Dayton 1 p.m. Lakeside
SUNDAY W Soccer vs. SW Missouri 1 p.m. Lakeside Field
D A I LY  E A S T E R N  N E W S  P H O T O  B Y  C O L I N  M C A U L I F F E
Members of the women’s cross country team practice on the Panther Trail last week. Eastern
will host the Panther Open Friday, which is the only home meet of the season.
